PARISH OF BANAGHER

8t" Sunday in Ordinary Time —
2" March 2025

Mass Times this Week

Monday: St Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am

Monday: *St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 11.00am

Tuesday: St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am

*Ash Wednesday: St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 9.15am; St Mary’s Church, Altinure:
10.30am & St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7:00pm

Thursday: St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am

Friday: St Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am

Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 9" March 2025
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil; 9.15am
St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am

Confessions

St Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am

St Joseph'’s Church, Fincairn: Friday: 10.00am
St Joseph'’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday: 6.30pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet
St Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am — 11.30am.
St Joseph'’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am — 11.00am.

March St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn St Mary’s Church, Altinure
7.00pm 9.15am 10.30am
Readers Elaine Loughery Mary Miriam & Nabla Lockhart
Kathleen
McDermott
Eucharistic | Patsy McDermott Geraldine Sally O’Kane
Ministers McCloskey
Flowers Breige O’Neill Regina Forrester
Cleaning Margaret Cartin, Angela Hasson Catriona Doughty, Geraldine
McElhinney, Estella McLaughlin
Counters Ann Hasson, Marian & Anthony O’Neill | Christine McGaughey
Patricia McCloskey Celine McGaughey
Collectors Marty McGrellis Sean Roe | Stephen Gormley, Tony
Vincent McCloskey McCloskey Gormley, Shaun & Shane
Liam McElhinney
Campbell

Ash Wednesday, 5t March: Ashes will be distributed during all Masses on Ash Wednesday:
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn t 9.15am; in St Mary’s Church, Altinure at 10.30am and in St Peter
& St Paul’s, Foreglen at 7.00pm.

Lent 2025: Stations of the Cross will take place in St Mary’s Church, Altinure for the Sundays
of Lent at 6pm beginning on the Second Sunday of Lent — Sunday 16 March.

Rest In Peace We offer our sincere sympathies to the family and friends of Brandon Kelly, 55
Glenedra Road and Peter McCullagh, 53A Glenedra Road, Feeny who were buried recently.

Temperance Sunday 2"! March Pope Francis has invited us this Lent to “journey in hope
together”. A short-term pledge is available via www.pioneerassociation.org for parishioners who
wish to become a “pilgrim of hope” for people who are living under the shadow of addiction.

‘Pilgrims of Hope Pilgrimage’ to Rome: Led by Thornhill Ministries. 16 October 2025 x 4
Nights £1095 stg pp sharing. Txt: 07736832458 with name and address for Forms and Details

Prayer for Vocations With encouraging words for those contemplating a vocation to the
diocesan priesthood, St Paul says in our second reading this weekend, "... keep on working at
the Lord’s work always, knowing that, in the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain."

We pray in particular for those attending the Vocations Weekend in Drumalis Retreat Centre,
Larne, this coming weekend.

A Theology Course for Lent An exploration into Theology - Reading the signs of the times:
a theology course presented by Fr Brian Brady will take place on the Tuesdays of Lent, at
7.00pm in St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall. St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall is just a few yards outside
the cathedral grounds. The first evening will take place on Tuesday 11th March. All are
welcome.

LIFE Camp 2025: Living - In - Faith — Everywhere: LIFE Camp is a voluntary organisation
staffed by teachers, students and experienced volunteers. It takes place in St. Mary’s College,
Northland Road, Derry. We are calling all pupils currently in P3 — P7. Week 1: Tuesday 1st —
Friday 4th July and Week 2: Monday 7th July — Friday 11th July. Cost for Week 1 is £35. Cost
for Week 2 is £40. To register go to www.klubfunder.com/Clubs/Life%20Summer%20Camp

Dromantine Retreat and Conference Centre Upcoming Events: Saturday 8th March:
Workshop led by Fr Hugh Lagan, SMA — A Radical Welcome: Intercultural living and the future
of religious life. Religious life is evolving from safe international encounters to powerful
intercultural and counter-cultural witness. Intentional intercultural living is considered the
future of religious life worldwide and invites all those living it to embrace an authentic and
radical welcome. This workshop will explore the skills of intercultural living and communication
as well as how intercultural community living can create a *home’ in which all feel welcomed.
Registration 9.00am. Cost (incl. lunch £43.00/€50.00.

Saturday 15th March Lenten Retreat Day led by Fr Paddy O'Rourke, SMA - Remain in my love.
Life presents us with many demands and challenges which can rob us of our peace of mind
and heart. This day of reflection gives us an opportunity to look at ways that can give us access
to a life lived from a place of courage, strength, hope and love no matter what. Registration
9.30am. Cost (incl. Lunch) £38.00/€43.00




Offertory Collections

22 & 23" February 2025
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £1,110 St Mary’s Church, Altinure: £515

Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid. Online Contributions to:
Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659

Thank you for your continued generosity.

COMMUNITY NEWS |

Feast Days this week

Monday 3" March: St Katharine Drexel (1858 - 1955) was born in Philadelphia to a rich
banking family. In 1891, at the age of 33, she founded the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament,
an order dedicated to mission work among Indians and black people. (A survey of the situation
in the United States at this time described “250,000 Indians neglected, if not practically
abandoned, and over nine million of negroes still struggling through the aftermath of slavery”).
She spent her entire life and her entire fortune to this work, opening schools, founding a
university, and funding many chapels, convents and monasteries. She died on 3 March 1955,
by which time there were more than 500 Sisters teaching in 63 schools throughout the United
States.

Tuesday 4t March: St Casimir (1458 - 1484) was the second son of King Casimir IV of
Poland - though a young prince he chose a life of prayer and penance. He assiduously cultivated
the Christian virtues, especially chastity and generosity to the poor. Zealous in faith, he had a
particular devotion to the Eucharist and the Virgin Mary. For several years, while his father was
away in Lithuania (the Kings of Poland at this time were also Grand Dukes of Lithuania), he
ruled Poland with great prudence and justice. He died of tuberculosis on 4 March 1484. St
Casimir is the patron saint of Poland.

Saturday 8" March: Saint Senan, Bishop (488 - 544) is one of the Twelve Apostles of
Ireland. He was born in County Clare to prosperous farmers and having travelled and studied
in Europe he returned to Ireland, where he established a church and monastery at Inniscarra,
in Cork. He then moved back to his native district and eventually founded a monastery (with
an exceptionally austere rule) at Scattery, an island off Kilrush, where he died.

Privacy Notice: The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations. A privacy notice is
available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office. Live stream and recordings
of Mass and Services in St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and St Mary’s Church, Altinure are
available online. Please note that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St Joseph'’s
Church, Fincairn and the first six rows of seats in St Mary’s Church, Altinure. He was close to
St Ciaran of Clonmacnois and St Brendan of Clonfert.

The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick. If you search for the iTech
Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church.

Feeny AOH To all past members of the band we are trying to recover all loaned band
equipment! Such as accordions, drums and straps etc. We will be in Fincairn Hall on Thursday
6th March from 8pm to 9pm.

We would much appreciate your cooperation in the return of all items. Thank you

Learmount Community Development Group: This incoming week in Park: Monday 3rd
March: Time for me Ladies: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Art Class with Sheila: 7.30pm - 9.30pm;
Ladies Yoga: 7 - 7.45pm; Men's Yoga: 8 - 8.45pm; Tuesday 4th : Craft and Crochet Club:
10.30am - 12.30pm; Men's Hobby Workshop: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Local history workshop with
Liam Campbell: 10.30am (Resource Centre); Advice NW (Citizen's Advice): 2pm - 4pm; Couch
2 5K: Week 6 session 1: Craigbane Walkway from 7pm; 'Bend Don't Break Holistic' programme:
Week 2: 6pm - 8pm; Thursday 6th: Post Office Outreach Service: 9am - 12pm (Resource
Centre); Painting For Pleasure Art Class: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Park 60+Luncheon Club: 12pm
- 2pm; Couch 2 5K: Week 6 session 2: 7pm at Craigbane Walkway; Friday 7th: Learmount
Walking Group:10.30 ; Saturday 8th March: Photography workshop with Mark Hamill:
12pm - 2pm.

Upcoming: Wednesday 12th Women's Safety Conference: Ending Violence Against Women
and Girls (EVAWG) in the Glen Park Hotel, organised by Learmount. Free event with lunch
provided Thursday 20 Spring Tea Dance: Park Community Hall: from 2pm - 4pm: Music by
Sprig of Heather. Booking Essential: Tel 02877781881 / DM or email:
admin@learmountgroup.org

Upcoming: Spring Tea Dance: Park Community Hall: Thursday 20th March from 2pm -
4pm: Music by Sprig of Heather. Booking Essential: Tel 02877781881 / DM or email:
admin@learmountgroup.org For further information on any of our classes, groups or events,
contact Karen or Min at the Community Centre on 028 77781881 or email:
admin@learmountgroup.org or / and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

St Mary’s GAC, Banagher: Lotto numbers for 25.2.2025 were 8, 9, 10 & 25. Winning £100
was Edith McGroarty. Thanks to everyone who continues to support our club Lotto. Next
week’s Jackpot is £2,300.

PARISH CLERGY
Fr Dermot McGirr PP

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW
Tel: 028 7778 1223  Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org

CONTACT US
To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr Dermot or the secretaries
on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.
The Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm.

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973
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