
 PARISH OF BANAGHER    

1st Sunday of Lent – 9th March 2025   
Mass Times this Week  
Monday: St Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am 
Monday: *St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 11.00am 
Tuesday: St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Wednesday: St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7:00pm  
Thursday: St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Friday: St Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am   
   
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 16th March 2025  
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil 
St Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 12pm Noon 
 
Confessions   
St Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am   
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn:  Friday: 10.00am   
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday: 6.30pm  
  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet   
St Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am – 11.30am.  
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am – 11.00am.  
  
Baptism: We welcome into God’s family Rhett Matthew Mullan. 
 
Lent 2025: Stations of the Cross will take place in St Mary’s Church, Altinure for the Sundays 
of Lent at 6pm beginning on the Second Sunday of Lent – Sunday 16th March. 
 
Hope Camp Banagher 2025 First BIG Fundraiser We are looking forward to another great 
year at Hope Banagher. This year the camp will run from August 4th-8th and we want to give 
our young people another fun-filled week. Our first fundraiser of the year is a draw. 1st Prize: 
£500; 2nd Prize: £200. £10 per entry. Winners will be drawn by number wheel generator. 
Payment can be sent via Paypal to: Joannedooher@hotmail.com or Revolut 
07514070084@joannej3ew or Pay cash to any committee member. Draw will take place on 
Sunday, 16th March 2025! Thank you for your support and good luck! 
 
Prayer for Vocations As we pray for the men attending the Vocations Retreat in Larne this 
weekend, we ask the Lord to bless all those who are discerning their vocation at this time. May 
God give them the grace to follow whatever path in life He wants them to take and, like Jesus 
in today's gospel, in times of temptation or trial, to draw courage and inspiration from the 
words of Scripture. 
 

 
A Theology Course for Lent An exploration into Theology - Reading the signs of the times: 
a theology course presented by Fr Brian Brady will take place on the Tuesdays of Lent, at 
7.00pm in St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall. St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall is just a few yards outside 
the cathedral grounds. The first evening will take place on Tuesday 11th March. All welcome. 
 
St Paul's Bookshop and Gifts:  Join us at 20 Shipquay Street, Derry, on Friday 14 March as 
we celebrate the Grand Opening of St Paul’s Bookshop & Gifts.  Discover a beautiful selection 
of books, inspirational gifts, and unique treasures to nourish your faith and spirit.  The Grand 
Opening is from 10am until 5pm.  The shop is at the site of the former Veritas shop on Shipquay 
St.  We can't wait to welcome you! 
 
Pro-life Day:  Advancing the Culture of Life, Through Prayer, Love and Service.  With 
Bernadette Smyth of Precious Life, and the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal. Saturday 15th 
March from 10am - 4pm, at St Pio House, Galliagh, Derry.  Will include Mass and Adoration, 
Talks and Prayer.  Free admission.  Bring your own Lunch. 
 
Dromantine Retreat and Conference Centre Upcoming Events: Saturday 15th March 
Lenten Retreat Day led by Fr Paddy O’Rourke, SMA - Remain in my love. Life presents us with 
many demands and challenges which can rob us of our peace of mind and heart. This day of 
reflection gives us an opportunity to look at ways that can give us access to a life lived from a 
place of courage, strength, hope and love no matter what. Registration 9.30am. Cost (incl. 
Lunch) £38.00/€43.00 
 
Blessed Shamrock Boxes: At the St Patrick’s Day Mass(es) in our church(es), boxes of 
Blessed Shamrocks will be available at the entrance to the church and can be picked up on a 
‘donation’ basis.  This is a fundraising appeal by the Cuan Mhuire Addiction Treatment Centres.  
Sr Consillio founded Cuan Mhuire from humble beginnings in 1966, to help those suffering from 
addiction to alcohol, gambling, drugs etc.  Cuan Mhuire has now grown to become one of the 
leading treatment centres in Ireland, especially catering for the less-well-off, who need help.  
The money raised from the Shamrock Fundraiser will go directly to Cuan Mhuire.  Thank you. 
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Offertory Collections 
 

1st & 2nd March 2025 
St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £1,180 St Mary’s Church, Altinure: £585 

St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen: £590 
 

Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid. Online Contributions to:  
Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659 

 
 Thank you for your continued generosity.  

 
LIFE Camp 2025: Living - In - Faith – Everywhere:  LIFE Camp is a voluntary organisation 
staffed by teachers, students and experienced volunteers.  It takes place in St. Mary’s College, 
Northland Road, Derry.  We are calling all pupils currently in P3 – P7. Week 1: Tuesday 1st – 
Friday 4th July and Week 2: Monday 7th July – Friday 11th July. Cost for Week 1 is £35. Cost 
for Week 2 is £40. To register go to www.klubfunder.com/Clubs/Life%20Summer%20Camp 
 
Feast Days this week 
 
Monday 10th March: St John Ogilvie (1579 - 1615) was born of noble Calvinist parents in 
1579 at Drum-na-Keith in Banffshire, Scotland. As a boy he was sent to the continent to further 
his education. With the help of Father Cornelius van den Steen (‘Cornelius a Lapide’) he was 
received into the Catholic Church. He entered the Society of Jesus on the 5th November 1599, 
and was ordained priest at Paris in 1610. He returned to his native country, but his ministry 
was cut short by his betrayal and capture in Glasgow. After extreme suffering, he was hanged 
on the 10th of March 1615. The principal cause of his martyrdom was his insistence on the 
primacy of the Pope in spiritual matters, a primacy he affirmed with great constancy to the very 
end. His last words were “If there be here any hidden Catholics, let them pray for me but the 
prayers of heretics I will not have.” After he was pushed from the ladder, he threw his hidden 
Rosary beads out into the crowd. One of his enemies caught them, and he became a devout 
Catholic for the rest of his life. 
 
Tuesday 11th March: St Aengus was born near Clonenagh and educated there at the 
monastic school founded there by St Fintan, not far from the present town of Mountrath. He 
lived for some time as a hermit and then joined the monastery of Tallaght, near Dublin, under 
St Maelruain. He was a co-author of a martyrology (written in 790 and the oldest in Ireland) 
and wrote a long poem, the Féilire, or Festology of the Saints, which he finished in about 805. 
After St Maelruain’s death he returned to his hermitage, where he died on 11 March 824. 
 
Saturday 15th March: Blessed John Anne On 22 June 1580 a widower calling himself “John 
Amias” entered the English College at Rheims to study for the priesthood. He was ordained a 
priest in Rheims Cathedral on 25 March 1581 and on 5 June he set out for Paris and then 
England, as a missionary, in the company of another priest, Edmund Sykes. Little is known of 
his missionary life. Towards the end of 1588 he was arrested at the house of a Mr. Murton at 
Melling in Lancashire and imprisoned in York Castle. He was hanged, drawn and quartered 
outside York on 16 March 1589, together with a fellow priest, Robert Dalby. Both were beatified 
by Pope Pius XI on 15 December 1929. 
 

Privacy Notice: The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations. A privacy notice is 
available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office. Live stream and recordings 
of Mass and Services in St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and St Mary’s Church, Altinure are 
available online. Please note that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St Joseph’s 
Church, Fincairn and the first six rows of seats in St Mary’s Church, Altinure.   
  
The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick. If you search for the iTech 
Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS   
   
Learmount Community Development Group: This incoming week in Park: Monday 10th: 
Time for me Ladies: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Art Class with Sheila: 7.30pm - 9.30pm; Ladies Yoga: 
7 - 7.45pm; Men's Yoga: 8 - 8.45pm; Tuesday 11th: Craft and Crochet Club: 10.30am - 
12.30pm; Men's Hobby Workshop (Green Woodworking session): 10.30am - 12.30pm; Advice 
NW (Citizen's Advice): 2pm - 4pm; Couch 2 5K: Week 6 session 1: Craigbane Walkway from 
7pm; 'Bend Don't Break Holistic' programme: Week 3: 6pm - 8pm; Wednesday 12th: End 
Violence Against Women and Girls: Conference in the Glen Park Hotel: 10am (free event with 
buffet lunch); Thursday 13th: Post Office Outreach  Service: 9am - 12pm (Resource Centre); 
Painting For Pleasure Art Class: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Park 60+Luncheon Club: 12pm - 2pm; 
Couch 6 - 5K: Week 5 session 2: 7pm at Craigbane Walkway; Friday 14th: Learmount Walking 
Group: 10.30am;  Youth soccer skills at Park Community Hall: Primary School: 6pm - 7.30pm; 
Secondary school age: 8pm - 9pm; Saturday 15th: Photography workshop 1 with Mark Hamill 
Photography: 12pm - 2pm. 
Upcoming: Spring Tea Dance: Park Community Hall: Thursday 20th March from 2pm - 4pm: 
Music by Sprig of Heather. Booking Essential: Tel 02877781881 / DM or email: 
admin@learmountgroup.org 
 
St Mary’s GAC, Banagher: Lotto numbers for 24.3.2025 were 1, 2, 3 & 4. Winning £25 
each were Darragh Cartin, Katrina McGilligan, Margaret-Rose Gormley & Ruairi McCloskey. 
Thanks to everyone who continues to support our club Lotto. Next week’s Jackpot is £2,400.  
  

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr Dermot McGirr PP 
 

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 
Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 

 
CONTACT US 

To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr Dermot or the secretaries 
on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org. 

The Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
 

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 
 

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973 

http://www.banagherparish.com/

