
PARISH OF BANAGHER 
3rd Sunday of Easter – 4th May 2025 

 

Mass Times 
Mass Times: 
Monday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am 
Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am 
Wednesday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm 
Thursday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Friday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am    
 
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 11th May 2025   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 12.00pm Noon 
 
Confessions    
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet    
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am – 11.30am.   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am – 11.00am.   
 
Rest in Peace We offer our sincerest sympathies to the family and friends of Philomena 
Kelly RIP, Banagher Glen who was buried recently.  
 
A First Anniversary Mass will be celebrated for the happy repose of the soul of Leo 
Coll RIP on Saturday 10th May in St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn at 7.00pm. 
 
Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock - The Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock will 
take place on Sunday 15th June.  Further details will be available in the coming weeks 
 

Friends of HOPE 
 

This year we are starting Friends of HOPE. 
We are asking businesses to donate £100 to our HOPE Camp Banagher. 

Anyone who donates will have their business name recognised on our Facebook page 
and on our HOPE 2025 banner.  You can PM our Facebook page or contact Karen 

Feeney on 077 2991 2276, Tracy Stevenson on 077 1079 3718 or Gemma Campbell on 
077 0806 0746.  Thanks in advance for all your support, and with your help, we will be 

able to give the children in our parish a fabulous week in August. 

 
Annual Parish Car Wash 

The Annual Parish Car wash will take place today  
Sunday 4th May in St Canice’s P.S. Car Park from 8.30am to 1.30pm.  

All proceeds from this year’s car wash will go towards buying  
chairs for Fincairn Hall – we do not have enough chairs,  

especially so when the hall is used after funerals. 
 

Thank you in advance - Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
Prayer for Vocations Jesus invites His disciples to listen to His advice and to spend 
time in His company. We pray that the men considering a vocation to the diocesan 
priesthood will be inspired and encouraged through their prayer, meditation, and reading 
of the Scriptures 
 
The Little Way Novena in honour of St Thérèse of Lisieux will take place at St 
Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry, from Saturday 10 May until Sunday 18 May 2025. The Novena 
begins with a Mass with the Anointing of the sick at 7.30pm on Saturday 10 May. 
Sunday 11 May at 6.00pm there will be Devotions and a talk. Monday to Friday (12 
to 16 May) Novena Masses will be celebrated at 6.30am, 10.00am each morning and 
there will be an evening service with a guest speaker at 7.30pm. On Saturday 17 May 
the 10.00am Mass will be offered up for those who have died. The Novena will close on 
Sunday 18 May at 3.00pm. This will be an opportunity to pray for a special intention 
and to ask St Thérèse to intercede for us. Everyone is welcome to St Eugene’s Cathedral 
for this time of prayer and petition. 
 
Diocese of Derry Three-Day Pilgrimage to Lough Derg 2025 starts on Friday 25 
July and concludes on Sunday 27 July. For those wishing to avail of transport, a bus will 
depart after 10:m Mass in St Eugene's Cathedral, Derry, on the Friday; it will travel via 
Lifford and Ballybofey. Cost: £95/€110 (including transport). Pre-booking is required. 
Please contact Tony Brennan tony.brennan@derrydiocese.org or phone the Diocese 
Office on 0044 28 7126 2302 for a booking form. Alongside Knock Shrine and Croagh 
Patrick, Lough Derg is one of three esteemed traditional pilgrimage locations, designated 
by the Irish Bishops’ Conference as national places of pilgrimage this Jubilee Year. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2025 
 

The children of St. Mary’s P.S., Altinure will celebrate their First Holy Communion  
next Saturday 10th May at 11am in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure.  
Please keep the First Holy Communion children and their families  

in your prayers this coming week. 
 

Saturday 17th May at 11am in St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen for the 
children of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s P.S., Foreglen. 
Saturday 31st May at 11am in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn for the children of St. 
Canice’s P.S., Feeny.  



 
 
Derry Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Fatima - We are inviting young people aged 
16+ to join us on pilgrimage to Fatima for 4 nights from 14th to 18th July.  This will be 
a unique experience for young people and an opportunity to engage with their peers 
from around the world in a faith context.  Cost is £700 and there will be a budget plan 
to help with this.  Names and deposit of £100 are required as soon as possible to secure 
a place.  For more information or to book in, please contact lizzie.rea@derrydiocese.org 
or phone 028 7126 4087.   
 
Mary’s Meals – Pray in May Mary’s Meals is built on a foundation of prayer and the 
many little acts of love offered by those who believe in our mission. During the month 
of May, dedicated to Our Lady, we invite you to join us in praying for the 2.6 million 
children in 16 of the world’s poorest countries who receive our nutritious school meals 
daily and for all the children and families around the world living in poverty. For free 
prayer calendars and resources for individuals, families, schools, prayer groups or to sign 
up to our fortnightly prayer email for May, visit www.marysmeals.org.uk/prayinmay 
penance. He converted many of the people of Jerusalem to the faith and was martyred 
in the year 62. 
 
Feast Days this Week 
Monday 3rd May: Blessed Edmund Rice (1762 - 1844) Following the death of his 
wife in 1789, he devoted himself to prayer and good works, in particular to the education 
of the poor in his home town of Waterford: the children being taught were so poor that 
they needed to be clothed and fed as well. He founded schools, and undertook the 
training of teachers. In 1808 he and six companions took religious vows. This was the 
nucleus of the Presentation Brothers, who continue to this day. The Christian Brothers 
share the same root: the two congregations separated in the 1820s. 
Thursday 8th May: Blessed John Sullivan (1861-1933) was born into a wealthy 
Dublin family, baptized in the Church of Ireland and received into the Catholic Church in 
1896, at the age of thirty-five. Four years later, he entered the Jesuits. He was known 
for his life of deep spiritual reflection and personal sacrifice; he is recognised for his 
dedicated work with the poor and afflicted; during his lifetime, cures were attributed to 
his intercession, though he himself did not accept this. He spent much of his time walking 

and riding his bike to visit those who were troubled or ill in the villages around Clongowes 
Wood College school where he taught from 1907 until his death. 
 
The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick.  If you search for the 
iTech Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church. 
 
Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations.  A privacy 
notice is available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office.  Live stream 
and recordings of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St. Mary’s Church, 
Altinure and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available online.  Please note 
that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows of seats in St. Mary’s 
Church, Altinure.   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Learmount Community Development Group: This incoming week in Park: Monday 
5th May: Community Centre Closed day time: Ladies Yoga: 7pm - 7.45pm; Men's Yoga: 
8pm - 8.45pm; Art Class: 7.30pm - 9.30pm; Tuesday 6th May : Craft and Crochet 
Club: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Men's Hobby Workshop: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Advice NW 
(Citizen's Advice): 2pm - 4pm;  9pm; Thursday 8th May : Post Office Outreach  Service: 
9am - 12pm (Resource Centre); Painting For Pleasure Art Class: 10.30am - 12.30pm; 
Ballymagorry Walking Group: from 10am; Park 60+Luncheon; Learmount Monthly Book 
Club: 8pm (Community Centre) Friday 9th May: Learmount Walking Group: 10.30am 
(Butterlope Farm Nature Walk). Upcoming: Joint CARE Trip to Stormont on 
Thursday 22nd May - Details to be confirmed. For further information or to book: Tel 
02877781881 / DM or email: admin@learmountgroup.org 
 
Dungiven Outdoor Bowling club is having an open day Saturday 3rd may between 
10am and 12pm all ages welcome. 
 
Glenshane House - First Aid & Defib Training course starts on Monday 28th April 
from 7.00pm - 9.30pm x 4 weeks.  To register, phone Mary on 028 7774 2494. 
 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr. Dermot McGirr, P.P. 
42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 

Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 
 

CONTACT US 
To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the 

secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.  
Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm. 

 
Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973  

 May St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn St Mary’s Church, 
Altinure 

7.00pm 9.15am 10.30am 
Readers Pauline McGrellis Sheena McGrellis Corinne Coyle 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Bernie Lynch Anne Hasson Andrena O’Kane 

Flowers Sheena McGrellis Mary Redmond 
Cleaning Briege O’Neill Mary Redmond & Cora 

Kerlin 
Counters Bridie McErlean, Hugh Francis O’Neill, 

Breige O’Neill 
Philomena Conway, Sean 
Conway, Karen Feeney 

Collectors Dermot Lynch 
Vincent McCloskey 

Anthony O’Neill 
Patrick McGrellis 

Martin Smyth, Eamon 
Feeney Patrick Conway 

http://www.banagherparish.com/

