PARISH OF BANAGHER

4t Sunday of Easter — 11" May 2025

Mass Times
Mass Times:
Monday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am
Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am
Wednesday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm
Thursday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am
Friday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am

Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 18t May 2025
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil; 9.15am
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am

Confessions

St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am — 11.30am.
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am — 11.00am.

Friends of HOPE
This year we are starting Friends of HOPE.
Thank you to the many businesses who have already donated
£100 and more to our HOPE Camp Banagher 2025.

Anyone who donates will have their business name recognised on our Facebook
page and on our HOPE 2025 banner. You can PM our Facebook page or contact
Karen Feeney on 077 2991 2276, Tracy Stevenson on 077 1079 3718 or
Gemma Campbell on 077 0806 0746. Thanks in advance for all your support, and
with your help, we will be able to give the children in our parish a fabulous week
in August.

Visitation of the Sick & Housebound will take place at the following times this
coming week, Thursday 15" May — Park and Friday 16" May - Foreglen. Please let
Fr Dermot know if you would not like a visit by contacting the Parochial House on
028 777 81223.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2025

Congratulations to the Primary 4 children of St Mary’s P.S., Altinure who
made their First Holy Communion on Saturday 10" May. Congratulations also
to their parents, families, relatives and friends on this special day for them too.

The children of St. Peter’s & St Paul’s P.S., Foreglen will celebrate their
First Holy Communion next Saturday 17*" May at 11.00am in
St. Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Foreglen. Please keep the First Holy Communion
children and their families in your prayers this coming week.

Saturday 315t May at 11am in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn for the children of St.
Canice’s P.S., Feeny.

Prayer for Vocations As we celebrate Vocations Sunday, we pray especially for
those considering a vocation to the diocesan priesthood - that they will listen to the
voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd; that they will develop a personal relationship
with Him as they come to know Him and follow Him wherever He may lead them.

Mary’s Meals — Pray in May Mary’s Meals is built on a foundation of prayer and
the many little acts of love offered by those who believe in our mission. During the
month of May, dedicated to Our Lady, we invite you to join us in praying for the 2.6
million children in 16 of the world’s poorest countries who receive our nutritious
school meals daily and for all the children and families around the world living in
poverty. For free prayer calendars and resources or to sign up to our fortnightly
prayer email for May, visit www.marysmeals.org.uk/prayinmay

Pray for Life Novena: The Pray for Life Novena is an invitation to join thousands
of people across Ireland to pray for the protection of human life, from Friday 23rd
May to the Feast of the Visitation on Saturday 31st May. Each day’s intention is
accompanied by a short reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture of
life in Ireland. Visit www.prayforlife.ie for the daily novena prayers and for daily
reminders. The prayers will also be posted on facebook.com/PrayforLifeNovena
@PrayforLife_ie on X and @prayforlifenovena on Instagram. This is a Council for
Life of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference initiative.

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage 2025 to Knock Shrine, led by Bishop McKeown,
will take place on Sunday 15 June, commencing with Rosary at 2.00pm, followed
by Anointing of the Sick at 2.30 and concluding with Mass and Eucharistic Procession
at 3.00pm. Confessions available throughout the day. Bus transport avail from St
Eugene's Cathedral. For further information on this, please contact Karen on 028
71262 894 or by email on cathedral@derrydiocese.org. In conjunction with the
pilgrimage, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry, is running a two-night pilgrimage to Knock
from 15 -17t June. Cost £280 per person sharing. For more information and full
itinerary, contact Anne Marie on amhickey@derrydiocese.org, telephone 028
71262894 or call into the Cathedral Parish Office.



mailto:cathedral@derrydiocese.org

Derry Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Fatima - We are inviting young people
aged 16+ to join us on pilgrimage to Fatima for 4 nights from 14 to 18t July.
This will be a unique experience for young people and an opportunity to engage
with their peers from around the world in a faith context. Cost is £700 and there
will be a budget plan to help with this. Names and deposit of £100 are required as
soon as possible to secure a place. For more information or to book in, please
contact lizzie.rea@derrydiocese.org or phone 028 7126 4087.

Diocese of Derry Three-Day Pilgrimage to Lough Derg 2025 starts on Friday
25% July and concludes on Sunday 27 July. For those wishing to avail of
transport, a bus will depart after 10:m Mass in St Eugene's Cathedral, Derry, on the
Friday; it will travel via Lifford and Ballybofey. Cost: £95/€110 (including transport).
Pre-booking is required. Please phone the Diocese Office on 0044 28 7126 2302 for
a booking form or contact Tony Brennan on tony.brennan@derrydiocese.org.
Alongside Knock Shrine and Croagh Patrick, Lough Derg is one of three esteemed
traditional pilgrimage locations, designated by the Irish Bishops’ Conference as
national places of pilgrimage this Jubilee Year.

Feast Days this Week

Tuesday 13 May: Our Lady of Fatima This feast commemorates the visions of
Our Lady seen near Fatima in Portugal in 1917 by three shepherd children, Licia
dos Santos and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto. The visions occurred on
the 13th day of each month from May to October, and by October huge crowds were
gathering at the site of the visions and reporting visions and miraculous occurrences
themselves. Pope John Paul II was devoted to Our Lady of Fatima and attributed
his survival of an assassin’s bullet on 13 May 1981 to her intervention. Jacinta and
Francisco Marto, who died in the great Spanish Flu pandemic of 1919-20, were
beatified on 13 May 2000.

Wednesday 14t May: St Matthias, Apostle was not one of the Twelve; but
after the treachery and death of Judas Iscariot, someone was needed to take his
place. Two candidates were selected, and lots were drawn to see which of them
should be made one of the Twelve: the choice fell on Matthias. Nothing is known
for certain about his subsequent history. Drawing lots to select a candidate for an
office sounds strange to us, but it was a recognised Jewish custom: for example,
the priest who was to enter the Temple sanctuary and burn incense there was not
chosen by some rota but by lot. Random events, independent of any obvious natural
or human cause, were seen as a direct expression of God’s will. Drawing lots was
not a substitute for human decision — human beings had chosen Matthias as a
candidate, human beings decided which priests were eligible on which days — but a
way of putting the final choice into the hands of God. When we attain some high or
responsible position, we may be tempted to congratulate ourselves on being the
best candidate for the job. We ought to consider that the people we have met and
the things we have found ourselves doing with the gifts and talents God gave us are
why we are so fortunate. These things are essentially random: like Matthias, we
have been chosen by lot.

The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick. If you search for
the iTech Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the
Church.

Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations. A privacy
notice is available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office. Live
stream and recordings of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St.
Mary’s Church, Altinure and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available
online. Please note that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s
Church, Fincairn and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows
of seats in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Learmount Community Development Group: This incoming week in Park:
Monday 12th May: Time For Me Ladies: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Dementia Social
Morning: 11am - 12pm; Ladies Yoga: 7pm - 7.45pm; Men's Yoga: 8pm - 8.45pm;
Art Class: 7.30pm - 9.30pm; Tuesday 13th May : Craft and Crochet Club: 10.30am
- 12.30pm; Men's Hobby Workshop: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Advice NW (Citizen's
Advice): 2pm - 4pm; 9pm; Wednesday 14th May: Learmount Gardening Club:
11am;Tea Dance in Park Community Hall; 2pm - 3.30pm; Thursday 15th May :
Post Office Outreach Service: 9am - 12pm (Resource Centre); Painting For Pleasure
Art Class: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Park 60+Luncheon; Friday 16th May: Learmount
Walking Group: 10.30am.

Tea Dance: Wednesday 14th May (Park Hall): 2pm - 3.30pm (Music: Dougie
Breslin)

Joint CARE Trip to Stormont with dinner: Thursday 22nd May (limited places) For
further information or to book: Tel 02877781881 / DM or email:
admin@Ilearmountgroup.org

PARISH CLERGY
Fr. Dermot McGirr, P.P.

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW
Tel: 028 7778 1223 Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org

CONTACT US
To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the
secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.
Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm.

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com
SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973



http://www.banagherparish.com/

