
PARISH OF BANAGHER 
1st Sunday of Advent – 30th November 2025 

 

Mass Times 
Mass Times: 
Monday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am 
*Monday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 11.00am 
Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am 
Wednesday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm 
Thursday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Friday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am    
 
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 7th December 2025   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 12.00pm Noon 
 
Confessions    
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet  
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am – 11.30am.   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am – 11.00am. 
 
 
Rest in Peace We offer our sincere sympathies to the family and friends of Margaret Celine 
McCardle RIP,late of Tirglassan Road, Foreglen, who was buried recently. 
 
A Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated for Bernadette Heaney RIP, in St. Joseph’s Church, 
Fincairn on Saturday 6th December at 7.00pm. 
 
Trócaire Gifts of Change will be on sale at the following weekend Masses during Advent:  

Sunday 7th December – St. Mary’s Altinure & St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Foreglen 
Saturday 13th December – St. Joseph’s Fincairn 
Sunday 14th December – St. Joseph’s Fincairn. 

Last Christmas Banagher Parish raised a fantastic £4,050 through the sale of these Gifts. The 
money went directly to help some of the poorest people in the world work their way out of 
poverty. There are 23 gifts to choose from starting at £5 for the Gift of Soap for families in 
war-torn South Sudan. All gifts are sourced in-country going to families in need.  Donations 
are also welcome. Your support is much appreciated. More information is available at 
https://www.trocaire.org/gifts. NB Christmas Cards will also be on sale at £5 for a pack of 12. 

 
Prayer for Vocations As we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent we pray for our 
seminarians and the men discerning a vocation to the diocesan priesthood, that they will 
prepare their hearts and minds to welcome the Lord Jesus into their lives. 
 
Holy Hour for Vocations The December Holy Hour for Vocations has been brought forward 
to Tuesday 2nd December at 8:00pm at St Columb's Church, Chapel Road, Waterside.  All 
are welcome to come and pray for this special intention. 
 
Advent Retreat Join with the Columba Community for their Advent Retreat in the beautiful 
surroundings of St. Anthony’s Retreat Centre as we prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Christ. What to expect: gentle times of guided prayer & Scripture reflection, opportunity for 
silent Adoration and celebration of the Eucharist.  Inspiring talks & activities on living Advent 
with HOPE, on 30th November, 11.00am - 4.00pm, at St. Anthony’s Retreat Centre, Dundrean, 
Burnfoot, F93NF76. Registration: Tel: 00353 74 9384866. Suggested Donation: €25. 
 
Termonbacca Carmelite Retreat Centre: Silent Retreat Fr. Stephen Quinn will lead a 
silent retreat for men and women in Termonbacca Carmelite Retreat Centre, Derry, from 
Friday 5th - Sunday 7th December. This is a great opportunity to take some time this Advent, 
to grow in contemplative prayer and friendship with Christ. The weekend costs £90. For 
further info/booking call 028 7126 2512 or email termonbaccaderry@ocd.ie.  
 
Dungiven Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026 Pilgrimage Details: Departing from Belfast 
International on Mon. 10th August for 6 nights*.  We will be in Lourdes for the Feast of The 
Assumption. (*may be reduced to 5 nights - this will be confirmed at a later date).  Cost per 
person based on twin/double sharing, including full board, is £975. Single supplement is £39 
per night.  Insurance is optional and costs an extra £45.  There are only a limited number 
of seats remaining.  Contact the parish office: dungivenparish@derrydiocese.org or tel 028 
7774 0702. 
 
Special Mass for Mothers and Grandmothers Catholic Mothers Ireland are hosting a 
special Mass on Tuesday 9th December at 6:30pm in St. Malachy’s Church, Armagh, to mark 
the end of their 10-year Anniversary celebrations. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop 
Eamon Martin. All are warmly invited. For more info, email: catholicmothers@outlook.ie 
 

December St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn St Mary’s Church, 
Altinure 

7.00pm 9.15am 10.30am 
Readers Brenda Duddy Jack McColgan Patrick Conway 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Joanne Donaghy Geraldine McCloskey Sally O’Kane 

Flowers Pauline McGrellis Sheila Byrne 
Cleaning Lucy McLaughlin, Jean O’Neill Roisin McInroy, Sheila 

Byrne 
Counters Anne Hassan, Marian & Anthony O’Neill 

Patricia McCloskey 
Anna Smyth, Anna 
Gormley 

Collectors Paul Campbell 
Pat McCullagh 

Liam Campbell 
Sean Roe McCloskey 

Gerald, Conor, Sean & 
Shane Kerlin 

https://www.trocaire.org/gifts
mailto:termonbaccaderry@ocd.ie
mailto:catholicmothers@outlook.ie


OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS 
 

15th & 16th November 2025 
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £1,175 St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: £660 

 
                            22nd & 23rd November 2025 

St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £505 St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: £525 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: £646 

 
        Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid. Online Contributions to:  

Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity.  
 

 
Feast Days 
 
Wednesday 3rd: Saint Francis Xavier (1506 - 1552) was born in the Basque country of 
Spain in 1506. He met Ignatius Loyola when he was a student in Paris, and he was ordained 
priest in 1537. In 1541 the Pope sent him as part of a mission to India, and he spent the rest 
of his life in the East, preaching the Gospel in Goa and Malacca. He made many converts and 
fought against the exploitation of the native population by the Europeans. He spent two years 
on a successful mission to Japan, laying the foundations of many Christian communities; and 
in 1552, after entering China secretly to preach the Gospel there, he died of fever and 
exhaustion on the Chinese island of Shangchwan. 
 
Thursday 4th: St John Damascene was born of a Christian family in Damascus in the 
second half of the seventh century, where his father was a high official under the Umayyad 
caliph; a post which he inherited. When the Iconoclast movement (seeking to prohibit the 
veneration of icons) gained acceptance in the Byzantine court, John, being under Muslim 
rather than Byzantine rule, was able to write effective treatises attacking Iconoclasm and 
attacking the emperor for supporting it. At about this time he retired to the monastery of 
Saint Sabas near Jerusalem, where he became a monk and was ordained. He died in the 
middle of the eighth century. He wrote many theological treatises in a dangerously clear and 
accessible style which made the issues understandable even by non-experts. His name was 
reviled and execrated by the imperial Iconoclast party even after his death. Sometimes known 
as “the last of the Church Fathers,” he was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Leo XIII 
in 1883. 
 
Saturday 6th: St. Nicholas was bishop of Myra, in Lycia (now part of Turkey) and died 
about the middle of the fourth century. He has been venerated throughout the Church, 
especially since the 10th century. Because of his help to the poor, he is the patron saint of 
pawnbrokers, whose insignia of three golden balls represent the three purses of gold he is 
said to have given secretly to a poor man who could not afford dowries for his three 
daughters. 
 
The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick.  If you search for the iTech 
Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church. 
 

Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations.  A privacy notice is  
available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office.  Live stream and recordings 
of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St. Mary’s Church, Altinure and St. 
Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available online.  Please note that the first three 
rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s 
Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows of seats in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure.   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
St. Mary’s PS, Altinure A PTA Christmas Bingo event in aid of St. Mary's PS Altinure will 
take place on Thursday 4th December at 7pm in Park Hall. Single book costs £15. Double 
book costs £20. Prize for last house is £300. All proceeds will go towards the purchase of an 
interactive whiteboard for Primary One. Thanks to our many generous sponsors!! Hope to 
see you there! 
 
Learmount Community Development Group Week commencing Monday 1st 
December: Time For Me Ladies: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Art Class with Sheila; 7.30pm - 
9.30pm; Tuesday 2nd: Men's Hobby Work Shed: 10.30 - 12.30pm; Craft & Crochet Club: 
10.30am - 12.30pm;  Advice NW: 2pm - 4pm: Ceramics workshop Week 3  with Leona Devine 
(Resource Centre); Wednesday 3rd: Christmas Wreath Making Workshop 1:7-9pm; 
Thursday 4th: Painting For Pleasure:10.30am-12.30pm; Post Office Outreach service: 9am 
- 12pm; Park 60+ Group: 12pm - 2pm; Christmas Wreath Making Workshop 2: 7-9pm; Friday 
5th: Learmount Walking Group: Meet at 10.30am at the Community Centre.  
Date for your diary: Thursday 18th December: Grave floral / wreath workshop. To book 
any of our classes/trips/workshops or for further information, contact Karen or Min on 
02877781881 / DM / email: admin@learmountgroup.org. 
 
Banagher GAC Lotto Numbers for 25.11.25 were 2, 20, 22 & 25. Winning £20 each were 
Fionn O’Neill, Elaine Gormley, Oonagh McCullagh, Norma McCullagh, Sheena McLaughlin & 
Marie O’Neill. Next week’s Jackpot is £6,200. 
 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr. Dermot McGirr P.P. 
 

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 
Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 

 
CONTACT US 

To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the 
secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.  

Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
 

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 
 

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973 
 

mailto:admin@learmountgroup.org
http://www.banagherparish.com/

