
PARISH OF BANAGHER 
2nd Sunday of Advent – 7th December 2025 

 

Mass Times 
Mass Times: 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception ~ Monday 8th December:  
St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm 
 
Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am 
Wednesday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm 
Thursday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Friday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am    
 
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 14th December 2025   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil; 9.15am 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
 
Confessions    
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet  
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am – 11.30am.   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am – 11.00am. 
 
 
A Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated for Rosaleen Hasson RIP, in St. Joseph’s 
Church, Fincairn on Saturday 13th December at 7.00pm. 
 
A First Anniversary Mass will be celebrated for the happy repose of the soul of 
Margaret Devine RIP, in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure on Sunday 14th December at 
10.30am. 
 
Visitation of the Sick & Housebound will take place on:   
Wednesday afternoon in Foreglen and Carnanbane.  Thursday in Altinure.   
Friday in Feeny.  Please contact Fr. Dermot / Parochial House on 028 7778 1223 if you 
would not like a visit this month. 
 
Confessions for Christmas on Tuesday 16th December at 7.30 pm in St. Joseph’s 
Church, Fincairn. 

December ‘Do This in Memory’ Mass – Foreglen Sunday 7th December is the second 
Sunday of Advent and the last Do This in Memory Mass of 2025 for the Primary 4 children 
in Foreglen, as part of their Sacramental preparation.  This month the children have been 
learning about Advent and the importance of this special season, as a time of preparation 
for the birth of Jesus Christ.  For their parish gift this month, the children will be receiving 
a selection box as a treat for all their hard work and dedication that they have shown 
towards their First Holy Communion preparation so far. 
 
Trócaire Gifts of Change will be on sale at the following weekend Masses during 
Advent:  

Sunday 7th December – St. Mary’s Altinure & St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Foreglen 
Saturday 13th December – St. Joseph’s Fincairn 
Sunday 14th December – St. Joseph’s Fincairn. 

Last Christmas Banagher Parish raised a fantastic £4,050 through the sale of these Gifts.  
The money went directly to help some of the poorest people in the world work their way 
out of poverty.  There are 23 gifts to choose from starting at £5 for the Gift of Soap for 
families in war-torn South Sudan.  All gifts are sourced in-country going to families in 
need.  Donations are also welcome.  Your support is much appreciated.  More information 
is available at https://www.trocaire.org/gifts.  NB Christmas Cards will also be on sale at 
£5 for a pack of 12. 
 
Special Mass for Mothers and Grandmothers Catholic Mothers Ireland are hosting 
a special Mass on Tuesday 9th December at 6.30pm in St. Malachy’s Church, Armagh, to 
mark the end of their 10-year Anniversary celebrations.  The Mass will be celebrated by 
Archbishop Eamon Martin.  All warmly invited.  Email: catholicmothers@outlook.ie. 
 
Dungiven Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026 Pilgrimage Details: Departing from 
Belfast International on Monday 10th August for 6 nights*.  We will be in Lourdes for the 
Feast of The Assumption.  (*may be reduced to 5 nights - this will be confirmed at a 
later date).  Cost per person based on twin/double sharing, including full board, is £975.  
Single supplement is £39 per night.  Insurance is optional and costs an extra £45.  There 
are only a limited number of seats remaining.  Contact the parish office: 
dungivenparish@derrydiocese.org or tel. 028 7774 0702. 
 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS 
 

29th & 30th November 2025 
 

St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £1,775 St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: £832 
 

Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid. Online Contributions to:  
Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659 

 
 Thank you for your continued generosity.  

 
 

https://www.trocaire.org/gifts
mailto:catholicmothers@outlook.ie


Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026: Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd July 
(4 nights) ex City of Derry Airport.  Cost £895 inclusive of local taxes but exclusive of 
single supplements and insurance.  The Pilgrimage office will open for bookings on 
Saturday 17th January at 11am.  Gift Vouchers to any value are now available (Monday 
to Thursday) from the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street, Derry BT48 6UJ. 
 
Greencastle Pilgrimages 2026: Poland: 16 - 23rd June, 2026, £1275 Flights and 
Half Board, Salt Mines: (Optional) £55, Spiritual  Director: Fr. James Devine. Fatima: 
23rd - 30th July, £879: Flights, Full Board, Coach to Dublin Airport. Spiritual  Director: 
Fr. James Devine. Medjugorje: 4th -11th September  from Belfast: £849: Flights and 
Half Board, Contact Maria at 02881648357 or 07768395038 for special offer. 
 
Feast Days 
Monday 8th: The Feast of the Immaculate Conception The doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception is that the Virgin Mary was conceived without original sin, that 
twist in our nature that makes our will tend not to follow what it knows to be right.  It 
was this grace that enabled Mary to give a true and considered ‘Yes’ to the request that 
she should consent to be the mother of the incarnate God.  Because it is so old, this is 
one of the Marian doctrines that Islam shares with the Catholic Church, though of course 
the theological details are different.  ‘In a famous Hadith attributed to the Prophet, it is 
affirmed that:  “Every child is touched by the devil as soon as he is born and this contact 
makes him cry.  Excepted are Mary and her Son”. From this Hadith and from verses 35-
37 of Sura III, Moslem commentators have deduced and affirmed the principle of Mary’s 
original purity.’ (Giancarlo Finazzo. L’Osservatore Romano, 13th April 1978). The doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception was almost universally believed over the centuries but 
was only formally defined as a doctrine of the Church by Pope Pius IX in 1854. 
 

Wednesday 10th: Our Lady of Loreto Loreto is a hill town near the Adriatic Sea port 
of Ancona, on the east coast of Italy.  Before the image of the Mother of the Redeemer 
and of the Church in the Holy House of Our Lady of Loreto, Saints and Blesseds have 
responded to their vocation, the sick have invoked consolation in suffering, the people 
of God have begun to praise and plead with Mary using the Litany of Loreto, which is 
known throughout the world.  In a particular way all those who travel via aircraft have 
found in her their heavenly patron.  In light of this, Pope Francis decreed, by his own 
authority, that the optional memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto should be 
inscribed in the Roman Calendar on 10th December, the day on which the feast falls in 
Loreto.  This celebration will help all people, especially families, youth and religious to 
imitate the virtues of that perfect disciple of the Gospel, the Virgin Mother, who, in 
conceiving the Head of the Church also accepted us as her own. 
 

Friday 12th: Our Lady of Guadalupe The shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, near 
Mexico City, is one of the most celebrated places of pilgrimage in North America.  On 9th 
December 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to an Indian convert, Juan Diego, 
and left with him a picture of herself impressed upon his cloak.  Devotion to Mary under 
this title has continually increased, and today she is the Patroness of the Americas.  
St. Finnian studied in Idrone (Co. Carlow) and in Wales, and on his return, he settled 
in Clonard, Co. Meath, around 520, where he established a school.  His pupils, among 
whom were Sts. Canice, Colum Cille and Brendan, initated the great monastic expansion 
in Ireland.  He died in 549 and is remembered as the Tutor of the Saints of Ireland. 

The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick.  If you search for the 
iTech Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church. 
 
Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations.  A privacy 
notice is available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office.  Live stream 
and recordings of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St. Mary’s Church, 
Altinure and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available online.  Please note 
that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows of seats in St. Mary’s 
Church, Altinure.   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Christmas Grave Wreaths Orders are now being taken for Christmas Grave Wreaths. 
Contact Pauline on 078 4928 1050. 
 
Learmount Community Development Group Week commencing Monday 8th 
December: Time For Me Ladies: 10.30am - 12.30pm; Dementia Social Group; 11am - 
1pm; Ladies Yoga: 7 - 7.45pm; Men's Yoga; 8 8.45pm; Art Class with Sheila; 7.30pm - 
9.30pm; Tuesday 9th: Men's Hobby Work Shed: 10.30 - 12.30pm; Craft & Crochet Club: 
10.30am - 12.30pm;  Advice NW: 2pm - 4pm: Ceramics workshop Week 4  with Leona 
Devine (Resource Centre); Wednesday 10th: Learmount Gardening Group; Thursday 
11th: Painting For Pleasure:10.30am-12.30pm; Post Office Outreach service: 9am - 
12pm; Park 60+ Group: 12pm - 2pm; Learmount Book Club; 8pm; Friday 12th: 
Learmount Walking Group: Meet at 10.30am at the Community Centre. Date for your 
diary: Thursday 18th December: Grave floral / wreath workshop.  To book any of our 
classes/trips/workshops or for further information, contact Karen or Min on 028 7778 
1881 / DM / email: admin@learmountgroup.org. 
 
Banagher GAC Lotto Numbers for 02.12.25 were 8, 9, 12 & 28.  Winning £20 each 
were Shauns Aikenn, Roger McWilliams, Bridget O’Kane (Park), Kevin O’Neill & Dominic 
McLaughlin.  Next Week’s Jackpot is £6,300. 
 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr. Dermot McGirr P.P. 
 

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 
Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 

 
CONTACT US 

To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the 
secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.  

Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
 

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 
 

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973 
 

http://www.banagherparish.com/

