
PARISH OF BANAGHER 
4th Sunday of Advent – 21st December 2025 

 
Mass Times 

Mass Times: 
Monday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am  
   

Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am 
 

 
 

Christmas Mass Times 2025 
Wednesday 24th December - Christmas Eve 

St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 6.00pm 
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm 

St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 8.00pm 
 

Thursday 25th December - Christmas Day 
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 9.15am 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 

St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 12noon 
 

There will be NO Mass on Friday 26th December. 
 
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 28th December 2025   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil; 9.15am 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
 
Confessions    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm 
 

Fr. McGirr would like to take this opportunity to wish all parishioners a  
Happy and Holy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

 
May the Christmas Season bring many Blessings to you, 

your families and our Parish. 
 
Acknowledgment Fr. Dermot would like to sincerely thank the Hasson family for their 
donation to the parish after the funeral of Rosaleen, RIP. 
 
A Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated for the happy repose of the soul of Celine 
McCardle, RIP, on Sunday 4th January in St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church at 12.00pm Noon. 
 
A first anniversary Mass will be celebrated for the happy repose of the soul of Bridgid 
Lindsay, RIP, on Sunday 4th January in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure at 10.30am. 
 
Trócaire 'Gifts of Change' are gifts that transform lives, bringing real hope and 
opportunities to families and communities living in poverty.  There are 24 Gifts to choose 
from starting at £5 for the 'Gift of Soap' for families in war-torn South Sudan.  All the 
gifts are real items, sourced in-country which go to families in need of our support.  You 
can buy a Gift and help change lives this Christmas by going online at 
www.trocaire.org/gifts, Tel 0800 912 1200 or calling at 60 Berry Street, Belfast, BT1 1FJ. 
 
The Net December 2025 the latest edition of ‘The Net’ is available in print in parishes 
as well as on the Diocesan website.  Articles include: Bishop Donal comments on UK 
Supreme Court RE ruling and Fr. Gerard Mongan launches book of reflections – ‘A Light 
for My Path’.  For coverage of faith related stories just email editorthenet15@gmail.com. 
 
Prayer for Vocations In both the First Reading and the Gospel this weekend we hear 
Jesus called ‘Emmanuel’ - a name that means ‘God-is-with-us!’  We pray for an increase 
in vocations to the diocesan priesthood, and that the future priests of our diocese will 
be modern-day Emmanuels - the loving, healing, forgiving and merciful presence of God 
in the Church and in the world. 
 

 

 

•    BANAGHER PARISH MONTHLY CASH PRIZE DRAW    • 
 

December’s Draw winners were: 
£200 0778  Stephen Cassidy Foreglen 
£200 0324 Kieran McElhinney Sycamore Heights, Park 
£200 0872 Rev Michael McCaughey 
£200 0174 Mary McNicholl, Foreglen Road 
£200 0876 Rev Michael McCaughey 
£200 0074 Karen Milligan 84 Skyline Drive 
£200 1122 Martina Boyle 4 Holmlea Park, Dungiven 
£500 1085 Jessie Lynch 88 Farkland Road 
£1000 0790 Kian McLaughlin 240A Foreglen Road 
£2000 0771 Paula Burke 6 Glen Park 

Thank you everyone for your incredible support of our Parish Draw. 
 

January St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn St Mary’s Church, Altinure 
 

7.00pm 9.15am 10.30am 
Readers Pauline McGrellis Liam Campbell Noeleen McGlinchey 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Bernie Lynch Briege O’Neill Seamus McCaul 

Flowers Pauline McGrellis Sheila Byrne 
Cleaning Bernie Lynch, Kathleen Lynch & Carol Anne 

McGinty 
Marie Conway, Regina Forrester 

Counters Liam Campbell, Siobhan Campbell, Vincent 
McCloskey, Geraldine McCloskey, Pat 
McCullagh, Bernie McCullagh 

Philomena Conway, Sean Conway, 
Karen Feeney 

Collectors Dermot Lynch,  
Sean Roe McCloskey 

Anthony O’Neill, 
Patrick McGrellis 

Martin Smyth, Eamon Feeney, Patrick 
Conway 

mailto:editorthenet15@gmail.com


OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS 
 

13th & 14th December 2025 
 

St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £1,245 St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: £770 
 

Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid.  Online Contributions to:  
Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659 

 
 Thank you for your continued generosity  

 
 
Happy Christmas from Children in Crossfire 2025 Children in Crossfire would like 
to thank all the parishioners who have already supported our Advent Appeal.  If you 
would like to donate, packs are still available from the back of the church.  You can 
donate directly or return via the chapel in the New Year.  Children in Crossfire's goal, 
with your support, is to give those children the better future they deserve.  You will learn 
more about the work in the pack or visit https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/addis-
ababa-25/  
 
Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops January to June 2026 January 
23rd/24th 2026; February 20th/21st; March 27th/28th; April 24th/25th; May 15th/16th & June 
19th/20th.  These courses are now online for booking at www.accordni.com.  Please note 
that Accord Derry will NOT be facilitating courses during July or August. 
 
Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026: Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd July 
(4 nights) ex City of Derry Airport.  Cost £895 inclusive of local taxes but exclusive of 
single supplements and insurance.  The Pilgrimage office will open for bookings on 
Saturday 17th January at 11am.  Gift Vouchers to any value are now available (Monday 
to Thursday) from the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street, Derry BT48 6UJ. 
 
Greencastle Pilgrimages 2026: Poland: 16th – 23rd June 2026.  £1,275 Flights and 
Half Board, Salt Mines: (Optional) £55.  Spiritual Director:  Fr. James Devine.  Fatima: 
23rd – 30th July, £879:  Flights, Full Board, Coach to Dublin Airport.  Spiritual Director:  
Fr. James Devine.  Medjugorje:  4th – 11th September from Belfast, £849:  Flights and 
Half Board.  Contact Maria on 028 8164 8357 or 077 6839 5038 for special offer. 
 
Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations.  A privacy 
notice is available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office.  Live stream 
and recordings of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St. Mary’s Church, 
Altinure and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available online.  Please note 
that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn and 
St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows of seats in St. Mary’s 
Church, Altinure.   
 
The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick.  If you search for the 
iTech Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for the Church. 

Feast Day 
 
Tuesday 23rd December: St. John of Kety was born in Kęty in the diocese of Kraków 
in 1390.  He became a priest and for many years taught at the University of Kraków; 
later he became parish priest of Olkusz.  He taught and researched in both physics and 
theology and excelled in holiness and in charity towards his neighbour, in which he was 
an example to his colleagues and pupils.  He died in 1473. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
St. Mary’s GAC Banagher Lotto numbers for 16.12.25 were 1, 3, 8, 14.  Winning £15 
each were Ronan Moore, Marie O’Neill, Ryan McColgan, Owen O’Neill, Cara Cartin, Ann 
Bradley, Donna O’Kane & Maria Stockman.  Next week’s Jackpot is £6,500. 
 
Christmas Grave Wreaths Orders are now being taken for Christmas Grave Wreaths. 
Contact Pauline on 078 4928 1050. 
 
Learmount Community Development Group will re-open on Monday 5th January 
2026.  We wish you all a very happy, safe and peaceful Christmas. 
 
Connecting in Grief & Building Hope This one-day bereavement retreat is being 
offered in response to the growing need for connection, understanding, and hope among 
those living with loss.  The day aims to provide a gentle space where grief can be shared, 
and where small moments of comfort, meaning, and hope can begin to take root.  The 
retreat is open to anyone who is grieving, regardless of the cause of loss or how long 
ago the bereavement occurred.  Sunday 11th January 2026 at 1pm at Ballyness Resort, 
Dungiven.  Tickets are limited and available via Eventbrite.  For more information, please 
call: 077 4857 0558.  Bereaved by Suicide – Support Meeting A monthly Bereaved 
by Suicide Support Meeting is held on the first Monday of each month.  This January, 
the meeting will take place on Monday 5th at 7.30pm at the Roe Valley Therapy Centre. 
 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr. Dermot McGirr P.P. 
 

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 
Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 

 
CONTACT US 

To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the 
secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.  

 
The Parish Office will close for Christmas next week and will reopen on  

Monday 5th January from 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
 

Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 
 

SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973 
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