
PARISH OF BANAGHER 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – 18th January 2026 

 
Mass Times: 
Monday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am 
Monday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 11.00am 
Tuesday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am  
Wednesday: St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen: 7.00pm 
Thursday: St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.00am   
Friday: St. Joseph's Church, Fincairn: 9.30am    
 
Weekend Mass Times for Sunday 25th January 2026   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: 7.00pm Vigil; 9.15am 
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: 10.30am 
 
Confessions    
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am    
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Saturday 6.30pm 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy Chaplet  
St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: Thursday 10.30am – 11.30am.   
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: Friday 10.00am – 11.00am. 
 
 

Rest in Peace We offer our sincere sympathies to the family and friends of Kathleen 
O’Neill, RIP, 196 Altinure Road, Park, who was buried recently. 
 
January Do This in Memory Mass – Foreglen Sunday 18th January will be the 
first Do This in Memory Mass of 2026 for the Primary 4 children in Foreglen, as part 
of their Sacramental preparation.  The theme for this month is New Beginnings, as 
it is the start of a new year and the year in which the P4 children will be making 
their First Holy Communion.  Each month the children will receive a gift at the end 
of Mass which aims to help them grow in their prayer life.  This month’s gift is a 
candle, to remind the children that Jesus is the light of the world and is a light to 
them as they prepare for their First Holy Communion.  We as a parish pray that 
Jesus will guide the children throughout their lives and especially during their 
Sacramental preparation. 
 
HOPE Camp - Pub Quiz Fundraiser To raise money for HOPE Summer Camp 
2026 there will be a pub quiz taking place on Saturday 31st January at 8.00pm 
in The Bridge House Bar in Park.  Please come along for an evening of fun and 
fundraising! 

Job Opportunities Derry Diocesan Trust 
 Administrative & Financial Officer - Swatragh Parish 

 permanent post, 8 – 10 hours per week.   
The job is based in Kilrea Parochial House.  Working Days - Wednesday & Friday.  
For application pack, tel. 028 7126 2302 or email recruitment@derrydiocese.org.  

Completed applications must be returned to Personnel, Bishop’s House, St. 
Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email to 

recruitment@derrydiocese.org no later than 12noon Monday 26th January.  
Housekeeper for priest in Buncrana area 

15 hours per week - days and times to arranged with priest.   
For application pack, please telephone 028 7126 2302 or email: 

recruitment@derrydiocese.org.  Completed applications must be returned to 
Personnel, Bishop’s House, St. Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry, BT48 9AP 

or via email to recruitment@derrydiocese.org no later than  
12noon Friday 30th January 2026. 

Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 
 
Trócaire Advent Campaign ‘On behalf of Trócaire, sincere thanks to the people 
of Banagher parish for your very generous support of the Trócaire Gifts of Love sale 
at Christmas which, along with generous donations, raised a fantastic total of 
£4,115.00.  Your kindness and generosity will now be used to fund projects in 16 
countries around the world where Trócaire works, helping to provide access to clean 
water, educational and farming resources, humanitarian assistance and in the 
defence of human rights.  Thank you sincerely.’ 
 
Children in Crossfire As Our Advent Appeal draws to a close, Children in Crossfire 
sincerely thanks parishioners for their generous support of our Advent Appeal.  
For anyone still wishing to donate, Advent Boxes may be returned here next 
weekend. 
 
Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026: Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd 
July (4 nights) ex City of Derry Airport.  Cost £895 inclusive of local taxes but 
exclusive of single supplements and insurance.  The Pilgrimage office will open for 
bookings on Saturday 17th January at 11am.  Gift Vouchers to any value are now 
available (Monday to Thursday) from the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop 
Street, Derry BT48 6UJ. 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
 

10th & 11th January 2026 
St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn: £805 St. Mary’s Church, Altinure: £815 

        
Please consider online contributions and Gift Aid. Online Contributions to:  

Parish of Banagher Sort Code: 950306 A/c 51052659 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity.  



Vocations Retreat Weekend for anyone (18+) interested in the diocesan 
priesthood, in Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne, Friday 6th – Sunday 8th March 2026.  
For further information, please contact the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr. Pat 
O'Hagan, at pgoh2111@gmail.com.  Please register using the following link:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discernment-retreat-for-the-diocesan-priesthood-
tickets-1980332502825?aff=oddtdtcreator. 
 
Pilgrimage to Fatima Flying Direct from Belfast International 7 nights F/B Avenida 
Hotel 14th/21st August Spiritual Director Fr. Andrew McMahon PP.  Convenient flight 
times.  £845pps.  Deposit secures.  For further information, contact Joe Catney on 
077 7642 5631. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Pilgrimage 2026:  Mexico: 12th – 21st October 2026.  
Guadalupe, Pyramids of Teotihuacan, the colourful canals of Xochimilco and the 
colonial splendour of Puebla.  Fully escorted pilgrimage.  9 Nights flying from Dublin 
to Mexico City via Amsterdam.  In 1531, on the hill of Tepeyac near Mexico City, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego.  Join us on our once in a lifetime 
pilgrimage to encounter Guadalupe, visit Our Lady’s shrine, where faith, miracles 
and vibrant culture converge.  Visit the miraculous image on his tilma of St. Juan 
Diego, as a lasting sign of her love and protection.  Witness the deep devotion and 
history of Mexico and be transformed by the beauty of this sacred encounter.  
Guided throughout by a local expects and accompanied by daily Holy Mass, this 
journey offers both rich cultural discovery and profound spiritual renewal.  
Comprehensive Travel insurance is extra.  Cost €2,725 per person sharing.  Seats 
are limited.  Single room supplement is €530 extra.  Spiritual Director: TBC.  €400 
deposit secures a seat.  For further details contact:  Jean Reynolds on 077 2940 
2311 or email: jeanreynolds@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Feast Day 
Saturday 24th January St. Francis de Sales, 1567 – 1622, bishop of Geneva, 
founder of the Visitation Sisters.  He worked with gentleness and love to rebuild the 
Catholic faith after the Reformation.  Patron saint of writers, editors and journalists. 
 
Privacy Notice - The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations.  A privacy 
notice is available on the Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Office.  Live 
stream and recordings of Mass and Services in St. Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, St. 
Mary’s Church, Altinure and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen are available 
online.  Please note that the first three rows of seats are visible online in St. Joseph’s 
Church, Fincairn and St. Peter’s & St. Paul’s Church, Foreglen, and the first six rows 
of seats in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure.   
 
The Parish Webcams are now available to view on the Firestick.  If you search 
for the iTech Media App and download it to your Firestick, you can then search for 
the Church. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Learmount Community Development Group Timetable for the week 
commencing 19th January 2026: Monday 19th: Time for Me Ladies (10.30am - 
12.30pm); Dementia Social Group (11 am - 1 pm);  Evening Art Class (7.30 - 9.30 
pm); Yoga - Ladies (7 - 7.45 pm); Yoga - Men's (8 - 8.45 pm); Tuesday 20th: Men's 
Hobby Work Shed (10.30 - 12.30 pm); Craft & Crochet Club (10.30 am - 12.30 pm); 
Advice NW (2 - 4 pm); Couch 2 5K Week 1: Session 2 (7pm) at Craigbane Walkway;  
Thursday 22nd: Post Office Outreach service (9 am - 12 pm); Painting For Pleasure 
(10.30 am-12.30 pm); Park 60+ Group (12 - 4 pm);Couch to 2 5K Week 1: Session 
2 (7pm) at Craigbane Walkway.  Friday 23rd: Learmount Walking Group: Meet at 
10.30 am at the Community Centre. 
Dates for your diary:  Wednesday 28th January: Make a St. Brigid's Cross 
Workshop: 7-9pm; Thursday 5th February: Make a bird feeder workshops: Your 
choice of 2.30 - 4.30pm or 7 - 9pm.  For further information or to book any of our 
classes: contact Karen or Min on 028 7778 1881 /DM us /email: 
admin@learmountgroup.orgwelcomes.  
 
AI-ANON It’s easy to see what alcohol is doing to the drinker but can you see what 
it’s doing to you?  These questions can help you identify if someone else’s drinking 
is affecting you.  If your answer is yes to any of the following, Al-Anon Family Groups 
can help.  Do you worry about how much someone else drinks?  Do you tell lies to 
cover up for someone else’s drinking?  Are you afraid to upset someone for fear that 
it will set off a drinking bout?  Do you feel that if the drinker loves you, he would 
stop drinking to please you?  Do you feel like a failure because you can’t stop the 
drinking?  Do you make threats such as ‘If you don’t stop drinking, I’ll leave you’?  
Do you search for hidden alcohol?  Do you feel angry, confused or depressed most 
of the time?  For further info, contact the Al Anon confidential helpline on 0800 0086 
811 or email helpline@al-anonuk.org.uk.  Alternatively, tel. 028 9068 2368. 
 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Fr. Dermot McGirr P.P. 
 

42 Glenedra Road, Feeny, BT47 4TW 
Tel: 028 7778 1223    Email: banagherparish@derrydiocese.org 

 
CONTACT US 

To arrange a Baptism, Wedding or Anniversary Mass, please call Fr. Dermot or the 
secretaries on 028 7778 1223 or email banagherparish@derrydiocese.org.  

 
Parish Office opening hours next week: Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 12.30pm.  

 
Mass is Live on the Webcam at www.banagherparish.com 

 
SVP Confidential Helpline: 075 9395 4973 
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